Third Grade Social Studies

Civics-Government Standard 1:  The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of governmental systems of the United States and other nations with an emphasis on the U.S. Constitution, the necessity for the rule of law, the civic values of the American republican government, and the rights, privileges, and responsibilities to become active participants in the democratic process.

Benchmark 1:
The student understands the rule of law as it applies individuals, family; school; local, state and national governments.


Indicators:  

1. Explains the purpose of rules and laws and why they are important in families, school, community, state and nation. (▲OTL 1:5:1)
2. Applies criteria useful in evaluating rules and laws (i.e. common good vs. individual rights).
Benchmark 2: The student understands the shared ideals and the diversity of American society and political culture.


Indicators:

1. Knows how various symbols are used to depict Americans’ shared values, principles, and beliefs (i.e., eagle, flag, seals, and pledge).
2. Describes the similarities and unique qualities of cultures in the United States.
3. Identifies important founding fathers and their contributions (e.g., George Mason, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Paine, Samuel Adams, John Adams). (▲5 1:2:4)
4. Describes the principles embodied in the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the U.S. including the Bill of Rights.
5. Understands core civic values inherent in the United States Constitution
Benchmark 3: The student understands how the U.S. Constitution allocates and restricts power and responsibility in the government.


Indicators:

1. Recognizes that the United States Constitution is a written plan for the rules of government (e.g., knows the Constitution lists rules of the government compared to the rules for the family, classroom, or school). (▲2 1:3:1)
2. Explains the functions of the three branches of government. (▲5 1:3:4)
3. Explains how powers are distributed among the legislative, executive, and judicial branches at the state and national levels (i.e., checks and balances, separation of powers).
4. Compares the steps of how a bill becomes a law at state and national levels.
Benchmark 4:The student identifies and examines the rights, privileges, and responsibilities in becoming an active civic participant.


Indicators:

1. Understands the responsibilities and rights of the individual in groups; such as, family, peer group, class, school, and local, state, and national governments.
2. Knows that effective informed citizenship is a duty of each citizen (i.e., jury service, voting, running for office, and community service). (▲ 4 1:4:1)
3. Identifies the privileges of U.S. citizenship (i.e., right to vote, hold public office, serve on a jury).
4. Examines the steps necessary to become an informed voter (i.e., recognize issues and candidates, stands taken by candidates on issues, personal choice, voting).
Benchmark 5:The student understands various systems of governments and how nations and international organizations interact.


Indicators:

1.   Identifies and demonstrates leadership at home, classroom, and school. 

      (▲2 1:5:1) (▲K 1:5:1)

5. Identifies the goods and services provided by local government in the community (e.g. education, health agency, fire department, police, care for local community property, parks and recreation).   (▲7 1:5:3)
Economics Standard 2: The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of major economic concepts, issues, and systems of the United States and other nations; and applies decision-making skills as a consumer, producer, saver, investor, and citizen in an interdependent world.

Benchmark 1: The student understands how limited resources require choices.


Indicators:

1. Understands the concept of exchange and the use of money to purchase goods and services (e.g., trade with barter or money). (▲2 2:2:1)

2. Determines how unlimited wants and limited resources lead to choices                                                                                 that involve opportunity cost.  (▲3 2:1:1) (▲2 2:1:3) (▲1 2:1:1)  (▲K   2:1:1)

3. Identifies an example of a producer and consumer

4. Traces the production, distribution, and consumption of a particular good in the state or region. (▲4 2:1:3)

5. Knows the difference between goods and services, and provides examples how each satisfies people’s wants and needs. (▲2 2:1:1)
Benchmark 2: The student understands how the market economy works in the United States.


Indicators:

1. Identifies factors that change supply or demand for a product (e.g., supply:  technology changes; demand: invention of new and substitute goods; supply or demand: climate and weather). (▲5 2:2:2)

2. Identifies the entrepreneur as the one who organizes other economic   resources to produce goods and services.
Benchmark 3:
The student analyzes how different economic systems, institutions, and incentives affect people.


Indicators:

1. Explains the advantage of choosing to save or spend money that is earned or received. (▲2 2:3:1)  (▲1 2:3:1)  (▲K 2:3:1)
2. Defines a budget as a plan for spending and saving income (▲2 2:3:2)
3. Defines imports and exports and gives examples of each.
Benchmark 4:
The student analyzes the role of the government in the economy.


Indicators:

1. Identifies goods and services provided by two different levels of government (i.e., firefighters, highways, NASA, museums).
2. Describes revenue sources for different levels of government (i.e., personal income taxes, property taxes, sales tax, interest, borrowing).
Benchmark 5:
The student makes effective decisions as a consumer, producer, saver, investor, and citizen.


Indicators: 

1. Determines the costs and benefits of a spending, saving, or borrowing decision based on information about products and services. (▲7 2:5:1) (▲5 2:5:1)  (▲3 2:5:1) (▲2 2:5:2)
2. Identifies consequences of borrowing and lending.  (▲3 2:5:2)
3. ($) Gives an example of income and how the money was spent or saved.  (▲3 2:5:3)
Geography Standard 3:  The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of the spatial organization of Earth’s surface and relationships among people, places, and physical and human environments in order to explain the interactions that occur in our interconnected world.

Benchmark 1: Maps and Location:
The student uses maps, graphic representations, tools, and technologies to locate, use, and present information about people, places, and environments.


Indicators:

1. Locates major physical and political features of Earth from memory and compares the relative locations of those features. (See Appendix).  (ΔOTL 3:1:1 also see pg. 289 in KSDE document)

2. Explains and uses map titles, symbols, cardinal and intermediate and directions, legends, latitude and longitude.  (Δ6 3:1:1) (Δ2 3:1:2) (Δ1 3:1:1) (ΔK 3:1:1)

3. Uses and makes maps of classroom, school, neighborhood, cities, and states to locate familiar places and explain why particular locations are used for certain human activities. (Δ3 3:1:6) (Δ2 3:1:1) (Δ1 3:2:1)

4. Locates major physical and political features of Earth from memory ((5 3:1:2) ((4 3:1:5)  ((3 3:1:7)  ((2 3:1:3)  ((1 3:1:4) ((K 3:1:2)

5. Applies geographic tools, including grid systems, symbols, legends, scales, and a compass rose to construct and interpret maps.  (Δ4 3:1:1)  (Δ3 3:1:1)
6. Identifies major landforms and bodies of water in regions of the United States (e.g., mountains, plains, islands, peninsulas, rivers, oceans).  (Δ4 3:1:4)  (Δ3 3:1:4)
7. Identifies and give examples of the difference between political and physical features within a region.  (Δ4 3:1:3)  (Δ3 3:1:3)
Benchmark 2:
Places and Regions:  The student analyzes the human and physical features that give places and regions their distinctive character.


Indicators:

1. Identifies and compares the physical characteristics of Kansas and regions of the United States (i.e. location, land and water features, climate, vegetation, resources; Southeast, Northeast, Great Plains, Rocky Mountains, Southwest, Pacific Northwest, Alaska, Hawaii).
2. Identifies and compares the major physical characteristics of state, region, country, and world from a historical perspective. (Δ3 3:2:1)
3. Analyzes the factors that contribute to human changes in regions. (e.g., technology alters use of place, migration, changes in cultural characteristics, political factors).  (ΔOTL 3:2:2) (Δ2 3:2:1)
Benchmark 3:  Physical Systems: The student understands Earth’s physical systems and how physical processes shape Earth’s surface.


Indicators:

1. Explains the distribution patterns of ecosystems within the community and hemispheres (i.e., desert, mountain, prairie, forest, wetland, tundra).  (Δ3 3:3:1)
Benchmark 4:
Human Systems: The student understands how economic, political, cultural, and social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, interdependence, cooperation, and conflict. 


Indicators:

1. Identifies the past and present settlement or development patterns of his/her community or local area. (Δ2 3:4:1)
2. Examines how people in their community interact with people in other communities in Kansas.  (Δ3 3:4:1)
3. Compare the causes and effects of human migration on places and population (i.e., war, famine, oppression, opportunity, population shifts, conflict, acculturation, diffusion of ideas, diseases, crops, culture).
4. First row
5. Second row
Benchmark 5:
Human-Environment Interactions: The student understands the effects of interactions between human and physical systems.


Indicators:

1. Identifies ways in which people depend on the physical environment (i.e., water, food, fuel, natural resources).
2. Describe how physical systems influence people and their activities. (Δ2 3:5:1)
3. Identifies ways in which human activities are impacted by the physical environment (e.g., types of housing, agricultural activities, fuel consumption, clothing, recreation, jobs, resource availability).  (Δ3 3:5:2)
4. Explains how humans modify the environment and describes some of the possible consequences of those modifications (e.g., Greeks clearing the vegetation of the hillsides, dikes on the Nile and in the Mesopotamia raising the level of the river, terracing in Middle America and Asia).  (e.g., flood control, mining, farming, chemical uses, community development, transportation).  (Δ3 3:5:1)
History Standard 4: The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of significant individuals, groups, ideas, events, eras, and developments in the history of Kansas, the United States, and the world, utilizing essential analytical and research skills.

United States and Kansas History  (KS - indicates Kansas History indicator)

Benchmark 1:  The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of individual, group ideas, developments, and turning points in the early years of the United States up to 1840.


Indicators:

1. Uses and creates a historical timelines.  ((4 4:4:1) ((5 4:4:1) (Δ 3 4:4:1) (Δ 3 4:4:1) (Δ 2 4:4:1) (Δ1 4:2:6)

2. Describes the causes of the American Revolution (e.g., Proclamation of 1763, Intolerable Acts, Stamp Act, taxation without representation).  ((5 4:3:1)
3. Describes how the Constitutional Convention led to the creation of the United States Constitution (e.g., Great Compromise, Three-Fifths Compromise).
Benchmark 2:  The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of individual, group ideas, developments, and turning points pre Civil War (1840-1880).


Indicators:

1. Describes how the dispute over slavery shaped life in Kansas Territory (e.g., border ruffians, bushwhackers, jayhawkers, the Underground Railroad, free-staters, abolitionists).  (Δ7 4:2:2) KS
Benchmark 3:  The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of individual, group ideas, developments, and turning points during the Gilded Age (1880-1914).


Indicators:

1. Compares various forms of transportation in Kansas past and present (e.g., the horse, steamboat, trains, airplanes, cars). (Δ2 4:1:1)
2. Compares and contrasts the ways people communicate with each other past and present. (Δ2 4:1:2)
3. Identifies important innovations made in the past that influence today (e.g., Wright Brothers – airplane; Henry Ford – automobile; Ancient China – irrigation, paper; Inca – highways to connect cities). (Δ2 4:1:3)
4. Recognizes the impact of contributions made by leaders past and present. (Δ2 4:1:4)
Benchmark 4:  The student understands the importance of the experiences of groups of people who have contributed to the richness of our heritage.


Indicators:

1. Compares and contrasts daily life of an historic Plains Indian family, a pioneer family, and a modern family in Kansas. (Δ 2 4:2:1)  (Δ 14:2:1,4,5)  (ΔK 4:2:2)
2. Defines immigration and gives past and present examples from Kansas. (Δ 2 4:2:2)

3. Defines history as the story of the past. (Δ 2 4:2:3)

4. Compares life in his/her community with another community. (e.g., population/location, jobs, customs, history, natural resources, ethnic groups, local government). (Δ 3 4:2:1)

5. Retells the history of the community using local documents or artifacts. (Δ 3 4:2:2)

Benchmark 5:  the student engages in historical thinking skills.


Indicators:

1. Puts events in chronological order. (Δ 1 4:4:1) (Δ K 4:4:1)

2. Uses information to understand cause and effect. (Δ 2 4:4:3)

3. Observes and draws conclusions in his/her own words.  (Δ 3 4:4:4)

